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usual vigour and industry, rebuilt their fleets, restored
their commerce, and became, in a very few years, able to
contest again the dominion of the sea. Their ships were
well built, and always very numerously manned; their
commanders, having no hopes but from their bravery, or
their fortune, were resolute, and, being very carefully edu-
cated for the sea, were eminently skilful.

All this was soon perceived, when queen Anne, the
then darling of England, declared war against France.
Our success by sea, though sufficient to keep us from
dejection, was not such as dejected our enemies. It is,
indeed, to be confessed, that we did not exert our whole
naval strength; Marlborough was the governour of our
counsels, and the great view of Marlborough was a war by
land, which he knew well how to conduct, both to the
honour of his country and his own profit. The fleet was,
therefore, starved, that the army might be supplied, and
naval advantages were neglected, for the sake of taking
a town in Flanders, to be garrisoned by our allies. The
French, however, were so weakened by one defeat after
another, that, though their fleet was never destroyed by
any total overthrow, they at last retained it in their har-
bours, and applied their whole force to the resistance of
the confederate army, that now began to approach their
frontiers, and threatened to lay waste their provinces and
cities.

In the latter years of this war, the danger of their neigh-
bourhood in America, seems to have been considered, and
a fleet was fitted out, and supplied with a proper number
of land forces, to seize Quebec, the capital of Canada, or
New France; but this expedition miscarried, like that of
Anson against the Spaniards, by the lateness of the season,
and our ignorance of the coasts on which we were to act.
We returned with loss, and only excited our enemies to
greater vigilance, and, perhaps, to stronger fortifications.

When the peace of Utrecht was made, which those, who
clamoured among us most loudly against it, found it their
interest to keep, the French applied themselves, with the